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DECORATIVE NOVELTIES. 



By Carrie May Ashton. 



A very attractive laundry bag is repre- 
sented by figure one. It is made of fine 
crash, and when finished is fifteen inches 
in width and fourteen inches long. The bot- 
tom is finished with a tied fringe of the 
same, which is eight inches in length. 




A piece of the same material eight inches 
in length falls over the front with a tied 
fringe of the same which is eight inches 
deep. 

Just above the fringe on the flap are 
two rows of drawn work with feather 
stitching on either side. 

In the center is a large handsome A em- 
broidered in gold colored embroidery silk. 
A long, narrow and very thin stick is run 
in the hem at the back to hold the bag in 
place. 

The handle is a long strip of the crash 
which is double and twenty-seven inches 
long and one inch in width. This is 
feather-stitched in silk to match the em- 
broidery. This useful bag can be laundried 
very easily. 

Figure two represents a dainty chair- roll 
for a pink room. It is ten inches by seven 




and is made of a heavy cream linen. A 
graceful spray of wild rosebuds is done in 
outline work on it. A pretty fancy edged 
ribbon (number five in width) is doubled 
and sewed around the edge of the cush- 
ion. 

At the upper corners are ribbons twenty- 
six inches in length to fasten the roll to 
the back of the chair. In the left hand 
corner is a bow of pink ribbon to match 
the other trimmings. 



Figure three represents a most novel 
and unique jewel box, which is triangular 
in shape and made of glass. The two 
pieces for the bottom and top are eight 
inches each way. The three pieces for the 
sides are eight inches in length and two 
and a half inches in width. 

About five yards of number five ribbon 
is needed for this fancy box. 

The edges are all neatly bound and the 
pieces securely fastened together at the 
corners by several stitches. 

Pretty bows of ribbon are used on the 
three corners of the cover to hide the 
stitches. For the bottom a piece of card- 
board the same size as the glass is covered 




with a layer of wadding and then with 
soft surah silk the same as the ribbon. 
This is slightly puffed. Laid inside the 
box this forms a soft cushion for the jew- 
elry to rest on. The illustration shows a 
plain top, but many of them have lovely 
sprays of flowers, berries, flocks of birds 
or little scenes painted on the cover. A 
box with yellow trimmings has buttercups 
on it. Another has pink trimmings with 
apple blossoms. Still others have pansies, 
violets, forget-me-nots and maiden hair 
ferns on them. A handkerchief box is 
made in a similar manner, and is nine 
inches square and three inches deep. 
Boxes for gloves are various lengths. One 
seen in a window of novelties is eighteen 
inches long, five inches wide and four 
inches deep. 

Another is twelve and a half inches long, 
four inches wide and three inches deep. It 



is always wise to have the glass cut 
one who understands it. 



by 



One of the daintiest and most exquisite 
of drapes for a mantel or easel is of silk 
mull and is shown by figure four. 

It is forty-one inches in length and 
twenty inches wide. 

The ends are hemstitched and finished 
with beautiful silk lace three inches in 
width. Where the lace is sewed on five 




silk tassels (pale pink and green on one 
end and straw color and green on the 
other) are fastened, thus falling over the 
lace. 

Eleven of the most perfect pansies that 
were ever painted are on one end with 
grasses. On the other end is a most grace- 
ful spray of Rosea Nigelia and its leaves. 
Heliotrope color ribbons are used to tie 
this drape. 



Figure five represents a sofa pillow which 
is made of a soft delicate shade of green 
pongee silk. 

It is stuffed with curled hair and pine 
needles and is sixteen inches square when 
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completed. At the top is a baud of gar- 
net plush six inches in depth, half of it 
being on each side. 

Just below this or rather where it is 
sewed on is a row of small tassel fringe in 
silk to match the plush. This fringe is 
also used on both sides, but not on the 
bottom. A graceful spray of the pines is 
embroidered on the top with the following 
quotation : 

Who rests his head 

On me is blest ; 
I bring sweet dreams 

And peaceful rest. 

Several shades of green are used for the 
pines, but the lettering is in garnet silk. 



Figure six represents a double chair- 
roll, which is both artistic and useful. 

It is made of a heavy material which is 
known as tenting cloth. It is fourteen 
inches by ten. 




The colors used for the decorations on 
it are rich yellow and dull browns. The. 
designs are wild flowers done in oil. The 
two cushions or rolls are fastened together 
with six brass rings which are covered with 
crocheting in silk. Both rolls are finished 
with silk tassels in yellow and brown, four 
being on each. 



A dainty handkerchief box is shown by 
figure seven. It is six inches and a half 
square and three inches deep. The box 
part is of card or bristol board wadded 
and neatly covered with a delicate shade 
of pink satin. 




The inside of the box is left plain. On 
the inside of the cover appears the mono- 
gram in white silk with a dainty wreath 
of forget-me-knots around it. 



The corners of the top of the cover are 
puffed, leaving a diamond shaped place in 
the center, on which is embroidered a 
spray of daisies. The four sides of the box 
are puffed. 

Good imitations of inlayed colored hard- 
woods in borders and central pictorial 
designs on desks, secretaries and other 
articles may be effected by oil colors, to 
which should be given, when dry, a thin 
coat of shellac varnish. 



Figure eight shows a handkerchief case 
made of ivorine and lined with pale green 
India silk. The bottom is seven inches 
square and the corners meet together over 
the silk. The edges of the ivorine are cut 
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in star-shaped flowers and outlined in gold 
paint. 

A full bag of the silk is securely fastened 
to a square of cardboard, which has been 
wadded and covered with the silk. 

This is fastened inside the ivorine. 
Draw strings of narrow green ribbon are 
used to form a ruffle and finish the top. 

Another handkerchief case is shown by 
figure nine. It is nine inches square and 
the foundation is of pink satin. Over this 
is placed a crocheted cover of white Shet- 
land wool made in a loose, open stitch. 
The edge is ^finished with a crocheted 




scallop, and this is tipped with pink knit- 
ting silk. Where the opening in the cen- 
ter is, ; the satin is used as a facing and 
left to show. 

Bows of ribbon are used to finish this 
simple and useful little gift. 



All table decorations should be in low 
effects, the piece most used being the low 
round silver fern dish. In plated ware 
this may be bought for $6 or $7. Small 
silver pots in the most charming repousse 
designs are filled with growing maiden hair 
and placed at the corners of the dinner 
table. These are not more than seven inches 
high. 



Figure ten shows a glove case. This is 
made of heavy ivory white silk which has 
a- most exquisite design brocaded on it, of 
morning glories. 

It is fourteen inches long and six inches 
wide, and is made to open like a book. 




The back is of plain silk and the inside is 
of quilted creamy satin. The edges are 
finished with white silk cord, ^hich is 
fashioned in two or three loops at the 
corners. Ribbon is used in the center to 
tie it with. 



Turkish or Bulgarian embroidery is a 
new art work which is claiming much at- 
tention. Table covers, portieres and 
draperies are gorgeous, with a large part 
of the design done in heavy raised u dival " 
stitch. Shoulder shawls of heavy crepe 
de chine are wrought in charming colors. 
Other stitches are the Souzani, Tsmidt and 
Armenian. Beautiful doyleys are shown 
in Yassap work, where all the work is 
done on counted threads. Solid -gold em- 
broidered ones, finished with real lace, 
cost $13 per dozen. 



A combined bookcase, writing table and 
dressing-table, is a multum in parvo that 
will be found very useful where space is 
restricted, as is the case in the ordinary 
American flat. Such a piece of furniture 
would be very desirable also in a yacht 
cabin, and it might be made to serve as 
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a washstand as well. The desk is hinged, 
so that it can be closed if desired, and the 
space above the dressing-table is filled 
with a framed mirror. 
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Those who carve in wood are apt to 
undervalue the somewhat mechanical pro- 
ductions of the scroll saw, bat that artistic 
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Hanging Cabinet, with Jig-Saw Panel. 

and good work may be done by simply 
sawing the pattern out may be proved by 
the accompanying sketches of a hanging and 
standing cabinets, both made by a clever 
amateur in his own workshop. The orna- 
mental panels were afterward gilded, and 
the whole effect was exceedingly good. 




Enlarged Panel of Hanging Cabinet. 

The patterns of the two principal panels, 
which are here given, may be enlarged to 
suit the size required. 



Floral bedrooms have been the craze 
in England for some years, and have recently 
been adopted in this country. The best 
decorative houses and wall- paper stores keep 
paper and cretonne en suite, and toilet 
ware can also be had to match. 

A yellow poppy paper on a satin ground, 
with a cretonne dado to harmonize, makes 
a pretty arrangement. The cretonne dado 
should be run around the room in order 
to make a break in the wall. All the 




paint should be cream. The curtains and 
bed spread should be of cretonne. The 
ceiling paper should be yellow and white. 
All the furniture should be covered with 
the cretonne, and a pale blue " Lily " carpet 
makes an appropriate finish to the decor- 
ation. 

Another bedroom might have a wild 
rose paper, with the wild rose cretonne, 
and a dull green "Lily" carpet. There 
are beautiful rose papers with cretonne to 
match in yellows, pinks and reds. A yel- 
low and white ceiling paper goes with 
either of the above schemes. 

An iris paper, with an iris cretonne dado 
and curtains, and an "Iris" carpet is a 
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Jig-Saw Work. 

beautiful combination. The paint might 
be moss green, or ivory. There are wild 
rose, iris, lily and tulip ware to be had 
for such arrangements. Other schemes are 
blue and white poppies, sweet peas and 
forget-me-nots, in all of which cases cre- 
tonnes, paper, carpet and china ware may 
be obtained. 

To make the rooms complete, small em- 
broidered flowers in washing silks should 
be in the corner of all sheets, pillows cases, 
towels and toilet covers. 



Jig-Saw Work. 



The little table is a very popular piece 
of furniture, and the number of charming 
forms which it takes on can hardly be 




Jig-Saw Work. 

enumerated. There are solid small tables 
of carved oak, Japanese tables fitted with 
shelves, after the fashion of a cabinet ; 
Turkish coffee tables inlaid with mother 
of pearl or silver, and wicker tables in 
fanciful shapes, bronzed or finished in 
glossy enamel paint of some delicate tint. 
Especially popular are the ivory enameled 
tables which come in many graceful forms 
and show a hand painted decoration of tiny 
flowers dotted over the surface, or large 



bunches and sprays of handsome blossoms 
that look as if carelessly thrown down 
upon the table. 




A Trophy of Arms. 

An effective method of covering the floor 
is to have the woodwork of the whole 
floor stained or inlaid and one large square 
or rectangular rug spread over it. Small 
corners then can be then left bare or be 
covered with smaller rugs. A large im- 
ported rug of this size would probably be 
more expensive than a similar piece of 
carpet, but in the end it would be cheaper. 




A Trophy of Arms. 

They last for years and seldom wear out, 
and if the right size is purchased they will 
fit almost any floor, with the additional 
use of a few smaller rugs. Rugs are by 
all means the best carpeting, for they 
also have the advantage of being taken 
up easily and put down again. 



Cork carpet is very warm and. nice for 
bed-rooms, and can be washed daily, if 
need be, but there ought to be a few rugs 
about, as it is apt to look cheerless. 




An Egyptian Water Jug, of Papier Mache. 
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